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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is responsive to RCE received Feb. 22, 2010. Claims 28-41 are 
pending examination.. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 28-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Cox et 
al., U.S. Patent No. 6,842,861 (referred to hereafter as Cox). 

As to claim 28, Cox teaches a method of updating a plurality of applications and 
content on an electronic device "handheld computer" from a content server "server" 
through a host device "client computer", comprising the steps of: 

providing a plurality of conduits resident on said host device, where each conduit 
is for servicing a specific application; 

at a time when said electronic device is not coupled to said host device, actuating 
said conduits for comparing versions of applications and content stored by said host 
device with current versions of corresponding applications and content on said plurality 
content servers to determine newer versions of such applications and content residing 
on said plurality of content servers (see col. 1 1 lines 46-col. 12 lines 44), , 
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passing user identification information regarding the electronic device to the 
content server (see col. 11 lines 46-col. 12 lines 44); 

conduits communicating user identification information regarding the electronic 
device to the content server (see col. 1 1 lines 46-col. 12 lines 44); 

storing said newer versions from said content server on said host device (see 
col. 11 lines 46-col. 1 2 lines 44); and 

at a time when said electronic device is actuated for synchronization, actuating 
said conduits to extract and install said newer versions from said host device on said 
electronic device (see col. 1 1 lines 46-col. 12 lines 44); 

wherein the newer versions of the applications and content are personalized for 
the electronic device based on the user identification information (see col. 1 1 lines 46- 
col. 12 lines 44). 

As to claim 29, Cox teaches a method according to claim 28 wherein said 
electronic device comprises a device with a screen (see col. 2 lines 56-67). 

As to claim 30, Cox teaches a method according to claim 28 wherein said 
electronic device comprises a personal digital assistant (see col. 2 lines 56-67). 

As to claim 31 , Cox teaches a method according to claim 28 wherein said 
electronic device comprises a palm top computer (see col. 2 lines 56-67). 

As to claim 32, Cox teaches a method of claim 28 includes docking said 
electronic device in a cradle coupled to said host device (see col. 3 lines 40-46). 

As to claim 33, Cox teaches a method according to claim 28 wherein said 
content server comprises at least one of the following: 
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a remote server computer system; a remote computer system; or a computer 
directly connected to said host device (see col. 11 lines 46-col. 12 lines 44);. 

As to claim 34, Cox teaches a system for providing updated applications and 
content with reference to a content server "server", using a host device and comprising: 

providing a plurality of conduits resident on said host device, where each conduit 
is for servicing a specific application; 

at a time when said electronic device is not coupled to said host device, actuating 
said conduits for comparing versions of applications and content stored by said host 
device with current versions of corresponding applications and content on said plurality 
content servers to determine newer versions of such applications and content residing 
on said plurality of content servers (see col. 11 lines 46-col. 12 lines 44), 

passing user identification information regarding the electronic device to the 
content server (see col. 11 lines 46-col. 12 lines 44); 

conduits communicating user identification information regarding the electronic 
device to the content server (see col. 1 1 lines 46-col. 12 lines 44); 

storing said newer versions from said content server on said host device (see 
col. 11 lines 46-col. 1 2 lines 44); and 

at a time when said electronic device is actuated for synchronization, actuating 
said conduits to extract and install said newer versions from said host device on said 
electronic device (see col. 1 1 lines 46-col. 12 lines 44); 
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wherein the newer versions of the applications and content are personalized for 
the electronic device based on the user identification information (see col. 1 1 lines 46- 
col. 12 lines 44). 

As to claim 35, Cox teaches a system according to claim 34 wherein said 
electronic device comprises a device with a display screen (see col. 2 lines 56-67). 

As to claim 36, Cox teaches a system according to claim 34 wherein said 
electronic device comprises a personal digital assistant (see col. 2 lines 56-67). 

As to claim 37, Cox teaches a system according to claim 34 wherein said 
electronic device comprises a palm top computer system (see col. 2 lines 56-67). 

As to claim 38, Cox teaches a system of claim 34 includes docking said 
electronic device in a cradle coupled to said host device (see col. 3 lines 40-46). 

As to claim 39, Cox teaches a system according to claim 34 wherein said content 
server comprises at least one of the following: 

a remote server computer system; a remote computer system; or a computer 
directly connected to said host device (see col. 11 lines 46-col. 12 lines 44). 

As to claim 40, Cox teaches the method of claim 28 wherein the content server 
dynamically generates an updated application that is personalized (see col. 1 1 lines 46- 
col. 12 lines 44). 

As to claim 41 , Cox teaches the system of claim 34 wherein the content server 
dynamically generates an updated application that is personalized (see col. 1 1 lines 46- 
col. 12 lines 44). 
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3. Claims 28-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Creemer et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,963,883 (referred to hereafter as Creemer). 

As to claim 28, Creemer teaches a method of updating a plurality of applications 
and content on an electronic device "handheld computer" from a content server "server" 
through a host device "client computer", comprising the steps of: 

providing a plurality of conduits resident on said host device, where each conduit 
is for servicing a specific application; 

at a time when said electronic device is not coupled to said host device, actuating 
said conduits for comparing versions of applications and content stored by said host 
device with current versions of corresponding applications and content on said plurality 
content servers to determine newer versions of such applications and content residing 
on said plurality of content servers (see col. 8 lines 60-col. 10 lines 41), 

passing user identification information regarding the electronic device to the 
content server (see col. 8 lines 60-col. 10 lines 41); 

conduits communicating user identification information regarding the electronic 
device to the content server (see col. 8 lines 60-col. 10 lines 41); 

storing said newer versions from said content server on said host device (see 
col. 8 lines 60-col. 10 lines 41); and 

at a time when said electronic device is actuated for synchronization, actuating 
said conduits to extract and install said newer versions from said host device on said 
electronic device (see col. 8 lines 60-col. 10 lines 41); 
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wherein the newer versions of the applications and content are personalized for 
the electronic device based on the user identification information (see col. 8 lines 60-col. 
10 lines 41). 

As to claim 29, Creemer teaches a method according to claim 28 wherein said 
electronic device comprises a device with a screen (see col. 8 lines 60-col. 10 lines 41). 

As to claim 30, Creemer teaches a method according to claim 28 wherein said 
electronic device comprises a personal digital assistant (see col. 8 lines 60-col. 10 lines 
41). 

As to claim 31 , Creemer teaches a method according to claim 28 wherein said 
electronic device comprises a palm top computer (see col. 8 lines 60-col. 10 lines 41). 

As to claim 32, Creemer teaches a method of claim 28 includes docking said 
electronic device in a cradle coupled to said host device (see col. 8 lines 60-col. 10 lines 41). 

As to claim 33, Creemer teaches a method according to claim 28 wherein said 
content server comprises at least one of the following: 

a remote server computer system; a remote computer system; or a computer 
directly connected to said host device (see col. 8 lines 60-col. 10 lines 41). 

As to claim 34, Creemer teaches a system for providing updated applications and 
content with reference to a content server "server", using a host device and comprising: 

providing a plurality of conduits resident on said host device, where each conduit 
is for servicing a specific application; 

at a time when said electronic device is not coupled to said host device, actuating 
said conduits for comparing versions of applications and content stored by said host 
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device with current versions of corresponding applications and content on said plurality 
content servers to determine newer versions of such applications and content residing 
on said plurality of content servers (see col. 8 lines 60-col. 10 lines 41), 

passing user identification information regarding the electronic device to the 
content server (see col. 8 lines 60-col. 10 lines 41); 

conduits communicating user identification information regarding the electronic 
device to the content server (see col. 8 lines 60-col. 10 lines 41); 

storing said newer versions from said content server on said host device (see 
col. 8 lines 60-col. 10 lines 41); and 

at a time when said electronic device is actuated for synchronization, actuating 
said conduits to extract and install said newer versions from said host device on said 
electronic device (see col. 8 lines 60-col. 10 lines 41); 

wherein the newer versions of the applications and content are personalized for 
the electronic device based on the user identification information (see col. 8 lines 60-col. 
10 lines 41). 

As to claim 35, Creemer teaches a system according to claim 34 wherein said 
electronic device comprises a device with a display screen (see col. 8 lines 60-col. 10 
lines 41). 

As to claim 36, Creemer teaches a system according to claim 34 wherein said 
electronic device comprises a personal digital assistant (see col. 8 lines 60-col. 10 lines 
41). 
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As to claim 37, Creemer teaches a system according to claim 34 wherein said 
electronic device comprises a palm top computer system (see col. 8 lines 60-col. 10 
lines 41). 

As to claim 38, Creemer teaches a system of claim 34 includes docking said 
electronic device in a cradle coupled to said host device (see col. 8 lines 60-col. 10 lines 41). 

As to claim 39, Creemer teaches a system according to claim 34 wherein said 
content server comprises at least one of the following: 

a remote server computer system; a remote computer system; or a computer 
directly connected to said host device (see col. 8 lines 60-col. 10 lines 41). 

As to claim 40, Creemer teaches the method of claim 28 wherein the content 
server dynamically generates an updated application that is personalized (see col. 8 
lines 60-col. 10 lines 41). 

As to claim 41 , Creemer teaches the system of claim 34 wherein the content 
server dynamically generates an updated application that is personalized (see col. 8 
lines 60-col. 10 lines 41). 

4. Applicant's arguments have been fully considered but are not persuasive. 

Applicant argues in substance that Cox does not teach user identification information 

regarding electronic device to the content server. In response, Cox states in col. 13-22 

The synchronization operation may also begin automatically when 
the handheld computer 20 is placed in the cradle 24. The 
handheld computer 20 preferably has a name assigned to it the 
first time it is synchronized with the personal computer 22. 
This allows a second handheld computer 20 to be synchronized 
with the same personal computer 22. The handheld computer 20 may 
also be synchronized with a second personal computer 22 since 
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users often have a personal computer at work and a different 
personal computer at home. 



col. 11 lines 56-60 

The update conduit 220 first instructs the file transfer manager 
110 to collect software information from the handheld computer 
20 (step 252) . The update conduit 220 creates a list of 
applications and content installed on the handheld computer 20 
and version information for each application in database 222 
(step 254) . A menu box is then displayed to the user to 
determine which applications and content the user wants to 
update and whether he wants to update the applications and 
content now or at a later time (step 256) . 

Col. 12 lines 30-36 

The update program 224 transmits the software updates to the 
handheld computer 20 if the handheld computer is still connected 
to the client computer 22 (steps 268 and 270) . If the handheld 
computer 20 is not connected to the client computer 22, the 
client computer stores the software updates in database 222 
until the next time it is connected to the handheld computer 
(step 272) . 



Cox teaches that the handheld computer has is assigned a name to be identified 
and synchronized with multiple client computers. In addition, computer 22 collects 
application data and application versions stored on the handheld computer, creates a 
list of the applications and content installed on the handheld computer 20, finds and 
downloads updates to the applications and content already installed on the computer 
20, and then connects to the handheld computer 20 to synchronize the updates 
downloaded from multiple servers. The list of applications and content and the 
application versions collected from the computer 20 is unique. Also the update version 
of the programs are downloaded explicitly for computer 20. Also, the name of the 
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handheld device and the list of applications and content with version numbers identifies 
the handheld computer 20 and the capabilities of computer 20. Therefore, the updates 
that are downloaded by computer 22 are personalized for the computer 20 based on the 
list of applications and content and version numbers which are interpreted to be the 
claimed "user identification information". 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HUSSEIN A. EL CHANTI whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3999. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (571 )272-4001 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications and content may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications and content is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 
1000. 

/Hussein El-chant/ 
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